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Federal Judges and Judicial Activism
Opinions of Adult Americans
Judicial Activism
More than half (56%) of the respondents agree strongly (29%) or somewhat (27%) with the statement made by a United States Congressman: “Judicial activism … seems to have reached a crisis.  Judges routinely overrule the will of the people, invent new rights and ignore traditional morality.”  Three in ten disagree strongly (13%) or somewhat (17%) with this statement.    

· Younger respondents aged 18-24 are much less likely to agree with this statement (43%) than are those aged 55 and over (63%).  Respondents with a college education are more likely to disagree than are those with less than a high school education (36% vs. 25%).   
“Judicial Activism Has Reached a Crisis.”
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Impeachment 
Half (56%) also agree with a state governor who said court opinions should be in line with voters’ values, and judges who repeatedly ignore those values should be impeached.  Twenty-eight percent agree strongly and the same percentage agree somewhat.  One third disagree (32%), either strongly or somewhat (both 16%.)   
· Those who disagree with this statement have household incomes of $75,000 or more or have a college education (both 42%.)  Respondents with the lowest levels of household income -- less than $25,000 – are much less likely to disagree (28%).  Similarly, those with lower levels of education – a high school education or less – are less likely to disagree (23%).  Women are less likely to disagree than men (27% vs. 38%).
“Impeach Judges Who Ignore Voters’ Values”  
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Arrogant, Out of Control and Unaccountable 
Just fewer than half (46%) agree with a Congressman who has called judges arrogant out of control and unaccountable.  Thirty-eight percent disagree with this claim.     

· Younger respondents aged 18-24 are less likely to agree (33%) than are those age 65 and over (58%).  Respondents with less than a high school education are more likely to agree than are college graduates (53% vs. 39%).
“Arrogant, Out of Control and Unaccountable”  
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METHODOLOGY

This report is based on the findings of a telephone survey conducted among a national probability sample of 1016 adults comprising 505 men and 511 women 18 years of age and older, living in private households in the continental United States.  Interviewing was not conducted in Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama due to hurricane Katrina’s devastation.  Interviewing for this CARAVAN® Survey was completed during the period September 8 - 11, 2005.  The margin of error for the survey is plus or minus three percentage points at the 95% confidence level.    
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