Floor Consideration:

Comparison of House and Senate Procedures

	House
	Senate



	Presiding officer has considerable

discretion in recognizing Members


	Presiding officer has little discretion in

recognizing Senators



	Rulings of presiding officer

seldom challenged


	Rulings of presiding officer frequently

challenged



	Debate time always restricted
	Unlimited debatea; individual Senators

can filibuster



	Debate ends by majority vote in the

House and in the Committee of the

Whole


	Super-majority vote required to invoke

cloture; up to 30 hours of post-cloture

debate allowedb



	Most major measures considered in

Committee of the Whole


	No Committee of the Whole



	Number and type of amendments often

limited by special rule; bills amended by

section or title


	Unlimited amendments; bills generally

open to amendment at any point



	Germaneness of amendments required

(unless requirement is waived by special

rule)


	Germaneness of amendments not

required (except in four instances)



	Quorum calls usually permitted only in

connection with record votes


	Quorum calls in order almost any time;

often used for purposes of constructive

delay



	Record votes by electronic device; can

be requested only after voice or division

vote is completed


	No electronic voting system; rollcall

votes can be requested almost any time



	House routinely adjourns at end of each

legislative day


	Senate often recesses instead of

adjourning; legislative days can continue

for several calendar days




